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SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION  

 

The Socorro Soil & Water Conservation Districtôs Cost Share Program continues to be the top priority of 

the fiscal year.  It is designed to assist landowners with implementing water conservation measures on their 

farms, ranches, and residences.  The following is a summary of the available programs and the combined 

benefits of the Districtôs multifaceted programs: 

 

This year $14,666.97 was reimbursed to landowners for installing beneficial agricultural and residential 

conservation projects.   

 

Agricultural Projects: 

 

Agriculture is the most active segment of our cost share program.  We assisted landowners with two land 

leveling projects moving 4,716 cubic yards of dirt on 81 acres; installation of 1,180 feet of livestock 

pipeline with one new stock tank benefitting 300 acres; and one Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 

turnout/pipe replacement for delivering irrigation water.  We also provided conservation technical 

assistance (cta) to landowners on 326 acres of cropland. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sichler Farms-freshly leveled cropland. 
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Newly replaced irrigation turnout. 

 

 
 

Livestock water tank. 
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Residential Projects: 

 

This year we assisted residential landowners with cost share assistance on two drip irrigation systems, 

three rainwater harvesting barrels, and three low flow toilets. 

 

 
 

Drip irrigation lines installed in a greenhouse. 

 

 
 

Rainwater harvesting barrel. 
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HEALTHY SOILS PROGRAM  

 

The District assisted two landowners with their Healthy Soil applications in the spring of 2024.  The 

USDA-NRCS refused to write conservation plans for the landowners within the Socorro SWCD.  The 

District assisted the first landowner with getting in touch with the acting District Conservationist to 

request that he have his staff at the Socorro Field Office write their plan.  The District was also able to get 

a waiver from the NM Department of Agriculture for the second land owner who had a conservation plan 

written but it was over a year old.  This landowner also wanted to downsize his project.  Both Healthy 

Soils Projects were awarded grants for fiscal year 2025. 

 

 

RIO GRANDE RESTORATION FUNDING  

 

The Socorro SWCD used this year's "Plan, Design, Implement and Construct Habitat Restoration on the 

Rio Grande Socorro County" funding for extraction and mastication of Salt cedar on a 100-acre tract 

belonging to Ms. Monica Davis in Contreras, New Mexico.  The New Mexico Statewide Purchasing 

Agreement for Vegetation Management Services was utilized and the District contracted with Lanford 

Excavation, LLC for extraction and mastication of 14.96 acres for a total cost of $31,780.00 

The Socorro SWCD contracted for treatment of 14.96 acres of Salt Cedar and Russian Olive on the Davis 

property in Contreras, NM.  With a recurring funding this treatment area will provide a fire break from 

the La Joya Acequia to the San Francisco riverside drain.  This area has historically burned frequently due 

to the thousands of acres of Salt cedar in this corridor, and this funding has helped us create several fire 

breaks in the area.  This has helped stop the spread of wildfires and provided access for firefighters.   

Last year, we hired Lanford Excavation, LLC after an open bidding process.  Both the SWCD and the 

landowner were very satisfied with their work, so this year we hired them directly through the New 

Mexico Statewide Purchasing Agreement, which will allow us to complete more acreage with the same 

funding.  This work started January 2024 and was completed February 2024.  The work encompassed the 

extraction including root ball and the majority of laterals of the Salt cedar followed by mulching to the 

woody material. 

With the water table being so high and the drain running up against the treatment acreage, the masticator 

got stuck in the mud.  Lanford Excavation was able to get the machine out and get back to work with just 

a short delay.  Mulching was a great option for Mrs. Davis because it protects the native seed source, 

minimizes soil erosion, holds moisture in the soil and reduces weed growth.  
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Salt cedar being extracted on the Davis Property by Lanford Excavation. 

 


